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for, and with so manifest a sincerity on his part, he sue-*
ceeded in stirring their minds and hearts as he had never
done before, and as he probably never quite did again*   The
memory lingers in the little fishing town of Nevin of one
of those wonderful speeches delivered then.   At the outset
the audience was hard and sullen, obviously requiring tactful
handling if an open clash was to be averted,   Leaving the
war on one side* Lloyd George began his speech with a
review of Tory delinquencies.   By degrees the meeting began
to warm with the speaker to the old themes ,* for the people
were still Liberals through and through*   Then came a
reference to the alliance between Chamberlain and firms
which were making profit out of the wan   And finally,
a word from the heart about the war itself: " Five years
ago/' he cried, in those melting accents which never failed
to bring tears to the eyes of a Welsh audience, " the electors
of Caernarvon Boroughs handed me a slip of blue paper, the
certificate of my election, to hand to the Speaker as their
accredited representative.   If I never again represent the
Caernarvon Boroughs in the House of Commons, I shall at
least have the satisfaction of handing back to them that blue
paper with no stain of human blood upon it/'   With that
the barriers between speaker and audience fell, and in one
mass they rose to their feet to cheer,
One by one the boroughs were recaptured by the magic
of this man's eloquence, courage, and personality* Even
Bangor, ere the election campaign was over, was again making
a hero of him. The truth is, that by 1900 what war fever
there ever had been in Wales had considerably subsided, and
many Liberals were feeling heartily ashamed of having even
momentarily succumbed to it* The conduct of the war,
especially in the days of the concentration camps and the
burning of farmsteads, pierced the conscience of this Welsh
peasant community, and won their sympathy for the Boers*